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A
Ret. MSG. William “Bill” J. Molony

February 20, 1944 - May 16, 2026

Bill Molony, long-time President of the Blackhawk Railway Historical, Society, Inc. (also known as the
Blackhawk Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society), passed away peacefully on Saturday, May 16,
2026, surrounded by his loving family at age 82. A United States Army Vietnam Veteran and retired Active
Reserve Serviceman, he proudly served his country for 32 years. Bill taught Automotive Technology for Lewis
University at the Joliet Correctional Center on Collins Street in Joliet from 1989 to 1999, Joliet Job Corp 2000-
2006, and retired in 2006 after many dedicated years. He was a lifetime member of the Lockport VFW Post
5788 and American Legion Post 66 in Griffith, Indiana. He was a member of St. Joseph Church, Lockport
where he was a Parish Council member. Mass of Christian Burial was held at St. Joseph Church in Lockport,
[llinois. Interment following Mass with Full Military Honors was held at Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery,
in Elwood, Illinois.

Blackhawk wishes to once again acknowledge Bill’s leadership and contributions to our organization in his 25-
plus year run as President and we extend our deepest sympathies to his family during this time.
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RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

2026 MEETING DATES

January 9*  April10* September 11*

February 6 May 1 October 2

March 6 June5— November 6
December 4

Monthly in-person meetings are held at 7:30 PM on
the first Friday of the month (or second Friday —
dates marked with an *) except July and August at
the Gladys Fox Museum, 231 East 9th Street in
Lockport, Illinois.

Limited free parking on Washington Street. PLEASE
do not park in the spots designated for the
neighboring houses. Meetings are open to the public
and refreshments are available. No admission fee. A
raffle of donated items is held at each meeting to help
defray the cost of the hall.

2026 SWAP MEET DATES
January-18 April19 October 18

Swap Meets held at American Legion Post 66,
132 N Wiggs St, Griffith, IN 46319.

Hall opens around 8 AM for vendor setup. The
scheduled opening to the public is at 10 AM, but
many vendors will start selling before then. Selling
is scheduled to run till 2 PM, although vendors may
leave before 2 PM, so arrive early for best deals. A
$2 donation is requested at the door.

8' Vendor tables are $20 each, and the first table is
FREE to Blackhawk members, but ALL TABLES
must be reserved in advance.

ALL Swap Meet inquires and requests for vendor
tables must contact John Eagan at 219-322-0997 or
email at hoosierhobbies@aol.com

CONTACTING BLACKHAWK

E-mail: blackhawknrhs@outlook.com

Website:

blackhawkrailwayhistoricalsociety.org

e Social media:
facebook.com/BlackhawkRailwayHistorySociety

MEMBERSHIP

e Regular - $25: Includes newsletter and one free
vendor table at swap meets.

¢ Additional - $3: For immediate family members.
Does not include publications or swap meet
table.

e Mailing address for membership applications or
renewals ONLY:
Blackhawk Railway Historical Society
4644 E 9000N Rd.
Manteno, IL 60950-3111

e Join/renew through the Store on our website:
blackhawkrailwayhistoricalsociety.org

STAFF

e President - Vacant
e President Emeritus - Bill Molony (dec.)
e Vice-President - Dave Daruszka
also National NRHS Representative
and Program Coordinator
e Secretary - Vacant
e Treasurer - Mike Riha
also Webmaster and Newsletter Editor
e Director at Large - John Eagan
also Swap Meet Coordinator
Director at Large - Bruce Haffner
Membership Chair - Peter Viall
Chief Steward - Andrea Zoelle
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National Railway Hisi al Soe

The Blackhawk Railway Historical Society also
serves as the Blackhawk Chapter of the National
Railroad Historical Society (NRHS) and Blackhawk
members are encouraged to join. To join or renew
with the NRHS, go to nrhs.com/membership/ for
more information.
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Blackhawk makes no endorsement or
guarantees for non-Blackhawk events,
providing this information solely as

a public service.

Fast, Frequent
N ectsitiod Sorvi.

SUMMER BREAK
No Blackhawk meetings in July and August.
See back cover for the next Blackhawk events,
or go to blackhawkrailwayhistoricalsociety.org/
schedule.html

July 16-18: Union Pacific “Big Boy” 4014 returns to
Northwest Indiana and Illinois as it heads back west as
part of its Coast-to-Coast Tour. See upsteam.com for
locations, days, and times.

July 25-26: Pullman Railroad Days - Celebrating
100th anniversary of Illinois Central’s suburban service
electrification. Pullman National Historical Park,

111%™ St. & Cottage Grove Ave., Chicago, IL
773-785-8901 friendsofpullman.com

August 2: Great Midwest Train Show, 9am-3pm
DuPage Event Center & Fairgrounds, 2015 Manchester
Rd., Wheaton, IL $8/kids FREE trainshow.com

August 28-September 2: Electric Railroaders
Association 2026 Annual Convention — Hotel in
Evanston, Illinois. Tours to Milwaukee, East Troy,
Kenosha, Fox River, CTA “L”, South Shore, and IRM.
erausa.org/conventions/2026/

SEPTEMBER 11: BLACKHAWK MEETING,
7:30 PM Gladys Fox Museum, 231 E 9% St.,
Lockport, IL. Program TBA

September 13: Great Midwest Train Show, 9am-3pm
DuPage Event Center & Fairgrounds, 2015 Manchester
Rd., Wheaton, IL $8/kids FREE trainshow.com

September 21-25: 2026 NRHS National Convention -
Cleveland, Ohio. Tours to Marion Jct., Mad River &
NKP RR Museum, Cuyahoga Valley Scenic RR,
Midwest Railroad Preservation Society, Age of Steam
Roundhouse Museum, Wabtec (former GE) factory in
Erie, PA. nrhs.com

A Note from the Editor...

You would think in this “Internet Age” that it would
“easy” to assemble a list of events for our Event
Calendar...but it isn’t. While “A.1.” may make it a
little easier, somebody’s event is bound to be
overlooked and then I hear about it, either from
someone associated with the event, or someone who
was personally affronted that their favorite event was
quite unintentionally omitted.

Another problem is just trying to figure out which
items we want to keep track of. Area museums and
tourist railroads have their own websites AND their
own publicity campaigns on social media and in the
mass media. So there really is no reason to track
those here as they are doing a really good job
themselves. However, if a local railfan group is
holding a special event at a local railroad museum,
that might be worth mentioning.

Moving forward, I will be restricting the events listed
to any railfan event or railroad show in Chicagoland
and Northwest Indiana, only stretching out of that
area if the event would be of interest to our members.

If you know of an event or show that you want our
members to know about — please Email us at
blackhawknrhs@outlook.com with details, and we
will listit. If your event happens on a recurring basis,
or multiple times a year, PLEASE Email us for every
instance of your event through the year as I cannot
guarantee [ will be able to “keep tabs on you” just for
the sake of maintaining this list.

And if anyone has ideas about what the Event
Calendar should be tracking, or want to take on the
task of assembling it...please Email us at
blackhawknrhs@outlook.com

Thank you.

Tte Editon



Blackhawk Chapter
News and Business

SUMMER 2026 WILL BE A GREAT TIME
TO ENJOY RAILROADING,
AND THINK ABOUT OUR FUTURE

We are on our summer break right now with the next
Lockport, Illinois meeting on September 11 and our
next Giffith, Indiana swap meet on October 18.

The summer of 2026 is going to be a great one on
America’s rails! First, Union Pacific “Big Boy”
4014 is making a cross-country tour, including its
first ever trip to the eastern United States (other than
being delivered from Alco in Schenectady, New
York. Those of us in the Midwest will get to see
4014 twice when it returns to Cheyenne from its tour
out east. Massive crowds have come out to see the
World’s largest operating steam locomotive and
those lucky enough to be in the area or get tickets
were gifted with a once-in-a-lifetime display of 4014
and ex-Reading T-1 2102 running side-by-side in the
mountains of Pennsylvania.

But wait, there’s more! With 2026 being the 250"
(Semiquincentennial) anniversary of the United
States of America declaring independence from the

British Empire, America’s railroads have embraced
the celebration. Just like 50 years ago during the
200" (Bicentennial) anniversary in 1976, almost
most every American railroad (from the six Class Is
to shortlines and commuter operators) has rolled out
one or more specially decorated locomotives in bold
and dazzling combinations of red, white and blue.

In addition, our area’s railroad museums and tourist
railroads are in the middle of their summer seasons
and are running all kinds of historic equipment. Visit
one or more of these great organizations this Summer
and help support railroad preservation.

Also, when you have some time this Summer, think
about what Blackhawk’s next steps will be. With
Bill Molony’s passing we are really seeking a leader
and some other officers that can help take us to where
we want to go.

We also should kind of figure out what that direction
is, so think about that as well. Under Bill’s
leadership our primary focus was trying to attract and
grow membership and working with other historical
societies and groups.

The Indiana Swap Meets are self-sufficient and well-
established. Adding an additional early summer
show or expanding to a larger venue are being
seriously discussed.

We need to think about if there is a role for a
“general” railroad historical society in a world where
anyone with an idea and access to social media can
drive focus on a particular piece of equipment or
building or specialty.

Also keep in mind that costs, from printing this
newsletter to renting spaces for meetings and swap
meets, continue to rise and will continue to do so for
the foreseeable future.

So, enjoy the summer, enjoy some railroading
(historic or contemporary), and think about where
you want Blackhawk to go and how you may want to
help.

If you have any questions or just want to say
something, email us at blackhawknrhs@office.com

Spike & Tie staff



Chicago Area
Commuter Rail
& Rapid Transit

METRA, PULLMAN CELEBRATING
100 YEARS OF IC ELECTRIFICATION

On August 7, 1926, the Illinois Central Railroad
celebrated completion of the electrification of its line
between Matteson and Chicago. In 2026, Metra will
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the electrification
with displays, station giveaways, and the opportunity
to view the original equipment that was used.

The electrification of IC’s suburban services was
forced by the City of Chicago mandating
electrification of the route to eliminate air and noise
pollution from coal-burning steam locomotives on
the lakefront, especially downtown.

Pullman Railroad Days on July 25-26 also will be
marking the anniversary by displaying powered
coach 1198 and trailer 1380, a pair of 1926 Pullman-
built cars from the collection of the Illinois Railway
Museum. For more information about Pullman
Railroad Days and to order tickets, go to the website
friendsofpullman.com/special-events/

Adapted from Metra and Friends of Pullman

South Shore Line
News

FREIGHT DERAILMENT
DAMAGES OVERHEAD WIRES,
CAUSES MASSIVE DELAYS

On the evening of June 24, an empty freight train of
coal gondolas returning from the power plant in
Michigan City derailed 13 cars on the Grand Calumet
River Bridge between East Chicago and Hammond.

There were no injuries and no major damage to the
bridge itself, but the derailment caused significant
damage to the supports that hold the overhead wires
South Shore passenger trains use for power.

Repairs are complicated as the wire-support
structures and their mountings are specific to that
location and are attached directly to the bridge.

NICTD is working with its partners to install the
replacements as quickly as possible. After those are
in place, crews can reinstall the overhead power
wires and restore regular train service. NICTD has
been providing limited service with a combination of
bus substitution and a reduced rail schedule.

With the derailment and subsequent impacts to
passenger service, the South Shore Line announced
that all June 2026 Monthly Tickets previously sold
will be valid through July 2026.

Predictably, comments responding to the commuter
line’s update posts on their own Facebook page have
been what you would expect

Because of the power issues, the new Monon
Corridor, which connects west of the derailment site
in Hammond, was also affected.

As of June 30, 2026, no date had been announced for
when service was expected to return to normal.

Adapted from NICTD

JOUTHORE



Freight
News

CHANNAHON TRUSTEES APPROVE
SITE FOR RAIL YARD

The Channahon Village Board in the last week of
June 2026 approved a final site plan for a proposed
development of the Goose Lake Rail Terminal
located at 10 South Tabler Road. The first phase
includes a storage yard with approximately room for
650 cars, plus a small railcar repair facility, and
connections to both CN and CSX railroads. Its
purpose is to serve industrial customers in the area.

The final site plan was approved by the Channahon
Planning Commission at a meeting earlier in June
2026.

This Goose Lake yard should not be confused with
CN’s proposed “Chicago Logistics Hub,” a state-of-
the art intermodal terminal that wants to use available
land adjacent to the communities of Minooka and
Channahon in Grundy County, Illinois. That facility
is planned for land between CSX’s New Rock
Subdivision (ex-Rock Island) and CN’s former-
EJ&E Illinois River Line.

Construction work started in late 2025 and
operations could start in 2027.

Grundy County Sheriff Ken Briley said about the
project in June 2026: "Lot more trucks coming into
the area. I think when they talk about having this
thing built out in the next five to seven years, they're
talking maybe ten thousand trucks a day. This is
going to have a huge impact on not only the Minooka
area, Channahon area, but Grundy County in
specific, Interstates 80 and 55 and Brisbane Road and
Route 6. And if you've driven Route 6 lately, you
know that Route six is not in the best condition
between Morris and Channahon."

Sheriff Briley also mentioned that Grundy County
and Morris have created a truck enforcement division
for the anticipated traffic increase.

Adapted from WCSJ and Village of Channahon

History &
Preservation News

BLUE BIRD DOME-OBERVATION
TO RUN AGAIN?

Railway  Excursion = Management Company

(Railexco) — a company that specializes in passenger
rail operations, equipment leasing, and consulting
services for passenger rail and excursion train
operators — announced that they will be acquiring
former Wabash dome-observation 1601, built for the
post-war Blue Bird streamliner.

Wabash relaunched their Blue Bird as a streamlined
train on February 26, 1950, with all-new Budd
Company "Vista-Dome" dome cars and E7 diesel
locomotives from EMD. It was the first dome train
to operate between Chicago and St. Louis. Norfolk
and Western leased the Wabash in 1964 and
continued to operate the Blue Bird until 1968 when
it was truncated to Decatur, Illinois and run as the
City of Decatur until the formation of Amtrak in
1971.

1601 was renumbered 9310 by Amtrak and served
around the system. It even made an appearance in
the 1974 TV movie "Ridin' the Rails with Johnny
Cash." Sold to a private owner in 1985, it passed
through different owners until ending up at the
Southeastern Railway Museum in Duluth, Georgia.
On July 5, 2026, Railexco announced that they had
acquired 1601 and planned to return it to service.

Spike & Tie Staff
w/material adapted from Railexco



CHICAGOLAND TROLLEY MUSEUM
CELEBRATES 60" ANNIVERSARY

In the far western Chicago suburbs, the Fox River
Trolley Museum (FRTM) celebrates 60 years of
running their classic electric equipment from their
facility on Illinois 31 along the Fox River in South
Elgin, Illinois. Founded in 1959 and incorporated as
Railway Equipment Leasing and Investment Co.
(RELIC), the group acquired some cars from the
recently shut down Chicago, Aurora & Elgin
(CA&E) and started looking for a place to run them.

The Aurora, Elgin & Fox River Electric Company
(AE&FRE) was an interurban that ran from
Carpentersville to Yorkville, Illinois. Once owned
by the same group that owned CA&E predecessor
Aurora, Elgin & Chicago, it became independent
after bankruptcy and hammered by losses from the
Depression and private car ownership, the AE&FRE
replaced the electric cars with buses in 1935.

All that was left was a single 3 2-mile segment to
deliver coal to the state hospital in Elgin. AE&FRE
quit the freight business in 1973 when the hospital
switched to natural gas. AE&FRE’s only diesel
locomotive is in the museum’s collection.

RELIC worked out an agreement with Bob
DeYoung, owner of the AE&FRE and with a place
to run, RELIC built a new electric railroad from
scratch, with a small plot of land in South Elgin,
[llinois to base its operations. The museum opened
on July 4, 1966, with rides that only went about a few
hundred feet, as that is only as far as the trolley wire
had been strung.

On July 4th, 2026, FRTM celebrated their 60th
Anniversary with 50¢ rides and food vendors.
Despite the humid and stormy weather, FRTM
showed off some of their latest projects, including an
extension to their car barn and shops, the restored
CA&E Wayne depot, and had several interurban cars
operating from their collection.

Fox River Trolley Museum runs on weekends from
May to October with other special events scheduled
throughout the year. In addition to historical
restoration, FRTM is active on social media and in
their local community, and present several events
throughout the year aimed towards families and
children.

For more information, go to their website at
foxtrolley.org

Spike & Tie staff
w/material adapted from
Fox River Trolley Museum



LOCAL INDUSTRY SWITCHER
DONATED TO RAILROAD MUSEUM

North of Lockport, Illinois is the now shuttered Will
County Generating Station, a coal-fired power plant
on the edge of the Village of Romeoville served by
the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal and the EJ&E’s
Romeoville Branch (the “Bug Line”). To unload
trains of Wyoming coal for the plant, two used rebuilt
locomotives were acquired that would become Will
County Coal Handling (WCCH) 1801 and 1802.

Both started their journey through history in 1959 at
the Electro-Motive Division of General Motors plant
in McCook, Illinois. 1801 started as Southern
Railway SD24 2505, while 1802 was one of 45
SD24B locomotives built for the Union Pacific in
1959. By the oil-embargoed mid-1970s, the SD24s
were retired and sold to locomotive dealer Precision
National (PNC).

Meanwhile, Illinois Central Gulf (ICG), struggling
after the 1972 merger that consumed the parallel
Gulf, Mobile & Ohio, wasn’t financially sound
enough to purchase much-needed new power. ICG
did have their Paducah (Kentucky) Shops which had
become rather proficient at rebuilding and extending
the usefulness of older EMD GP7s and GP9s since
the late 60s.

So, ICG picked up those retired SD24s from PNC
and Paducah went to work removing the expensive-
to-maintain turbocharger, moving the roof-mounted
air tanks, removing the dynamic brakes, modernizing
the electrical system to Dash 2 standards, and adding
modern standard cabs. The result was the SD20, a

2000-horsepower C-C road-switcher that would be
ideal for drag freights, transfer runs, local switching
or yard jobs.
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Paducah created 42 SD20s and reports are the crews
were happy with how they pulled. ICG 2002 rolled
out of Paducah in 1979 and ICG 2018 in 1980.

As time went on, ICG downsized, reorganized as a
new Illinois Central, and started thinning out their
locomotive fleet. The SD20s were retired by the new
IC and sold off to NRE, who would resell some to
other railroads, like Indiana Harbor Belt, Wisconsin
& Southern, Chicago & Illinois Midland, and others.
Two SD20s found their way to Romeoville. When
not being used, one or both units could be found at
the end of track, behind security fencing, visible from
135 Street and a parallel bike path.

The Romeoville plant shut down its last operating
unit in June 2022. 1801 was donated to the
Romeoville Fire Department for training and was
moved off the property. In 2026, 1802 was picked
up by the CN local for its trip to IRM. Once at the
museum, IRM found that 1802 was able to move
under its own power and may use it on trains this
summer before restoring it to its 1979-era ICG
appearance.

Spike & Tie staff
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BLACKHAWK MEMBERS VISIT SILVIS

On April 25, 2026, the Railroading Heritage of
Midwest America (RRHMA) opened up their Silvis
Shops for a “Train Day & Classic Car Show.”
Attendees enjoyed 30-minute train rides and a model
train show with vendors plus layouts on display.
Guests also were allowed access to the RRHMA
shop area, where former Union Pacific “Challenger”
3985 and 2-10-2 5511 are currently being rebuilt.

RRHMA, which also owns and runs restored
Milwaukee Road 4-8-4 261 in Minneapolis,
Minnesota, expanded operations in 2022 into the
National Railway Equipment’s (NRE) former
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific 90-acre shop
complex in Silvis, Ill. The main shop building is

400,000 square feet and the entire complex includes
a wheel shop, warehouse space, a locomotive wheel
drop table, multiple overhead cranes and other shop
buildings. The complex is served by the Ilowa
Interstate Railroad, BNSF, and CPKC.

Under the agreement, a portion of the shop will be
leased back to NRE through 2027, which will
generate revenue to offset the cost of the acquisition.
RRHMA hopes to use portions of the facility for
restoration and repair work, diesel repairs, passenger
car work and historical preservation. They will also
explore other uses, like freight car storage,
transloading, and eventually, a museum. Along with
NRE, track maintenance provider Loram occupies
part of the facility as well.

RRHMA made a giant splash in railroad preservation
circles by getting a massive equipment donation
from Union Pacific’s steam program and office car
fleet, including 3985, 5511, and massive dual-engine
diesel locomotive, DD40AX 6936. Other recent
acquisitions include former Metra F40C 611 and
Santa Fe B40-8W 537, which has been restored to its
original red and silver “Super Fleet” warbonnet paint
scheme.

For information about upcoming RRHMA events
and the latest news, go to their website -- rrhma.com

Spike & Tie staff



= HELP US BRIDGE THE GAP =

Our historic passenger cars have steps that some of our visitors cannot climb.

* WE NEED $15,000 FOR A MOBILE WHEELCHAIR LIFT. »
1 M THE SOLUTION
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_ MAKE 'ALL ABOARD!' MEAN EVERY

————

HOOSIER VALLEY RAISING FUNDS
FOR WHEELCHAIR LIFT

The North Judson, Indiana-based railroad museum is
hoping to raise $15,000 to purchase a mobile
wheelchair lift, hopefully in time for their 2026
Pumpkin Trains in the Fall. To make a contribution,
please go to HVRM’s website at
hoosiervalley.org/support/projects/
all-aboard-everyone

Adapted from Hoosier Valley Railroad Museum

BIG BOY RETURNS TO CHICAGO,
TAKES ROUTE THROUGH CANAL TOWNS

As Union Pacific 4014 returns home to Cheyenne,
Wyoming after its historic trip east, the “World’s
Largest Operating Steam Locomotive” will make a
second appearance in the Chicago area on July 16-
18, 2026. Large crowds trackside are once again
expected, as 4014 and its train this time takes a
different route through Chicagoland.

On the return trip, 4014 and train will come back into
the area on the former Nickel Plate mainline through
northern Indiana on Thursday, July 16, starting the
day in Fort Wayne and ending in Yard Center, using
the Indiana Harbor Belt (IHB) through Hammond,
Indiana.

Friday, July 17, has 4014 back on the IHB at Dolton,
working through IHB’s line through Chicago’s south
suburbs before switching over to the former
Alton/GM&O/ICG Chicago-to-St. Louis line at
Argo Crossing in Summit.

Chicago
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On tracks that have not seen a working steam
locomotive for over 75 years, 4014 will head south
through Willow Springs, Lemont, Lockport and
Joliet, continuing to the former Alton yard in
Bloomington, Illinois for another overnight stay.

On Saturday, July 18, the next part of the trip takes
4014 to Springfield, Illinois, where the train will
make a 30-minute stop on the former Alton depot
still used by Amtrak. After Springfield, 4014 makes
another stop at the town of Girard, and ends the day
in St. Louis where on Sunday, July 19, an all-day
display is scheduled at St. Louis Union Station.

A schedule, a live tracker, and plenty of other
information about the tour can be found at
upsteam.com

Be smart. Be safe.

Spike & Tie staff
w/material adapted from UP Steam



SPIKE and TIE
Blackhawk Railway Historical Society
Newsletter Office

1927 S Hamilton Street

Lockport IL 60441-4323

Blackthawt s next evenls. ..

MONTHLY MEETINGS — FIRST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH - 7:30 PM
GLADYS FOX MUSEUM, 231 E 9TH STREET, LOCKPORT, IL

e Friday, September 11, 2026*
Program: TBA
*Note meeting moved to 2" Friday for this month

INDIANA SWAP MEET — 10 AM T0 2 PM, vendor setup 8AM (ALL CHICAGO TIMES)
AMERICAN LEGION POST 66, 132 N. WIGGS STREET, GRIFFITH, IN

e Sunday, October 18, 2026
Email hoosierhobbies@aol.com for more information

Have an enjoyable and safe Summer!



