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50 years ago, Conrail begins… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



 

 

2026 MEETING DATES 

January 9* April 10* September 11* 
February 6 May 1  October 2 
March 6  June 5  November 6  

    December 4 

Monthly in-person meetings are held at 7:30 PM on the 
first Friday of the month (or second Friday – dates 
marked with an *) except July and August at the Gladys 
Fox Museum, 231 East 9th Street in Lockport, Illinois. 

Limited free parking on Washington Street. PLEASE DO 
NOT PARK IN THE SPOTS DESIGNATED FOR THE 
NEIGHBORING HOUSES.  Also note for May and 
June 2026, local road and sewer construction may 
affect parking availability. 

Meetings are open to the public and refreshments are 
available.  No admission fee.  A raffle of donated items is 
held at each meeting to help defray the cost of the hall. 

 
2026 SWAP MEET DATES 

January 18     April 19     October 18 

Swap Meets held at American Legion Post 66,  
132 N Wiggs St, Griffith, IN 46319.   
 
Hall opens around 8 AM for vendor setup.  The 
scheduled opening to the public is at 10 AM, but many 
vendors will start selling before then. Selling is scheduled 
to run till 2 PM, although vendors may leave before 2 PM, 
so arrive early for best deals.  A $2 donation is requested 
at the door.  
 
8' Vendor tables are $20 each, and the first table is FREE 
to Blackhawk members, but ALL TABLES must be 
reserved in advance. ALL Swap Meet inquires and 
requests for vendor tables must contact John Eagan at 
219-322-0997 or email at hoosierhobbies@aol.com  
 
 
CONTACTING BLACKHAWK 

E-mail: blackhawknrhs@outlook.com 

Website URL: blackhawkrailwayhistoricalsociety.org 

Social media: 
facebook.com/BlackhawkRailwayHistorySociety 

MEMBERSHIP 

• Regular - $25: Includes newsletter and one free 
vendor table at swap meets. 

• Additional - $3: For immediate family members.  
Does not include publications or swap meet table. 

• Mailing address for membership applications or 
renewals ONLY: 
Blackhawk Railway Historical Society 
4644 E 9000N Rd. 
Manteno, IL 60950-3111 

• Join/renew through the Store on our website: 
blackhawkrailwayhistoricalsociety.org 

STAFF 

• Bill Molony – President Emeritus 
• Dave Daruszka – Vice-President,  

National NRHS Representative,  
Program Coordinator 

• Mike Riha – Treasurer/Secretary,  
Webmaster, Newsletter Editor 

• John Eagan – Director at Large,  
Swap Meet Coordinator 

• Bruce Haffner – Director at Large 
• Peter Viall – Membership Chair 
• Andrea Zoelle – Chief Steward 

 

 

The Blackhawk Railway Historical Society also serves as 
the Blackhawk Chapter of the National Railroad 
Historical Society (NRHS) and Blackhawk members are 
encouraged to join.  To join or renew with the NRHS, go 
to nrhs.com/membership/ for more information. 

 
ON THE COVER 

The Consolidated Rail Corporation, better known as 
Conrail, began operations on April 1, 1976, as a 
government attempt to organize a profitable railroad from 
the bankrupt Penn Central, Erie Lackawanna, Lehigh 
Valley, Reading, Central of New Jersey, and Lehigh and 
Hudson River railroads.   

The first noticeable change (other than line abandonment 
and rerouting of traffic) involved equipment from the 
source railroads getting a quick restenciling with Conrail 
markings.  A former Reading GP35 leads an eastbound 
freight on the IHB past Hohman Avenue tower in 
Hammond, Indiana.  (John T. Riha photo.)  

https://www.facebook.com/BlackhawkRailwayHistorySociety
https://nrhs.com/membership/


 

 

Area Event Calendar 
MAY/JUN/JUL 2026 
 
Have an event you want us to share?   
Email blackhawknrhs@outlook.com 

 

MAY 1: BLACKHAWK MONTHLY MEETING,  
7:30 PM Gladys Fox Museum, Lockport, IL 
Program: TBA 

 
May 2: Friends of the Rock Island 37th Semi-Annual 
Chicagoland Meeting, 6:30-9pm. Grace United 
Methodist Church 300 E. Gartner Rd., Naperville, IL 
Jim - jamessuhs@sbcglobal.net  815-588-1504 
Tom - mitoraj@yahoo.com  630-606-7030 
Paul - phunnell@yahoo.com 630-369-0221 

May 3: Great Midwest Train Show, 9am-3pm.  
DuPage County Fairgrounds, 2015 Manchester Rd,  
Wheaton, IL trainshow.com 

May 15: Railroad and Shortlines Club of Chicago 
meeting, 7:30-9:30 pm.  Chicago Union Station (Room 
107A) Enter at 500 W Jackson between Clinton and 
Canal. 847 215-0180 

May 16: The Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club 
Open House, 9am-3pm. 1311 South Schoolhouse Road, 
Unit 4, New Lenox, IL 815-485-2588 clrctrains.com 

May 16 & 17: Rochelle Railroad Days.   
Rochelle Railroad Park, 124 N. 9th S., Rochelle, IL   
rochellerailroadpark.org  815.562.7031 
info@rochelleil.us 

May 25: Eastern Leg of Union Pacific 4014 Coast-to-
Coast Steam Tour begins. Detailed schedule to be 
released at a later date at http://UP.com/SteamClub 
Planned display day somewhere in Chicago area. 

May 30: Central Electric Railfans' Association 
meeting, 7-9:30pm. 400 E Randolph, Room 700. 
ceraoffice@gmail.com 

JUNE 5: BLACKHAWK MONTHLY MEETING,  
7:30 PM Gladys Fox Museum, Lockport, IL 
Program: TBA 

 
June 3: Great Midwest Train Show, 9am-3pm.  
DuPage County Fairgrounds, 2015 Manchester Rd,  
Wheaton, IL trainshow.com 

June 19: Railroad and Shortlines Club of Chicago 
meeting, 7:30-9:30 pm.  Chicago Union Station (Room 
107A) Enter at 500 W Jackson between Clinton and 
Canal. 847 215-0180 

July 25: Chicago Terminal Chapter of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad Technical and Historical 
Society meeting, 2-5pm. Historical Pullman District 
Visitors Center, 11141 S. Cottage Grove Ave, Chicago. 
ld_mlc43@comcast.net 

 

July 25 & 26: Railroad Days at Pullman National 
Historical Park, 610 E 111th St, Chicago, IL 
friendsofpullman.com/special-events/  773-526-6092  
dsalgado@friendsofpullman.com 

_____________________________________ 
 

THIS SUMMER, SUPPORT 
YOUR LOCAL RAILROAD MUSEUM 

This is the time of year area where railroad 
museums, tourist railroads, and railroad-themed 
attractions are starting or expanding their operations 
for the summer tourist season.  Please visit, support, 
or if possible, consider volunteering for these 
organizations that are actively preserving railroad 
history.   

Use our collected lists with links to these 
organization’s websites on Blackhawk’s website at 
blackhawkrailwayhistoricalsociety.org and using 
the menu along the top, click on CONNECTIONS 
and choose “Local Railroad Attractions” or 
“Local Museums and Tourist Railroads”. 

mailto:blackhawknrhs@oulicense)


 

 

 

Observations 
Blackhawk Chapter 
NRHS News and 
Business 

 
BLACKHAWK HAS BUSY APRIL, 
JUNE SWAP MEET TO RETURN? 

Thanks to all who have joined, renewed or even 
extended their memberships.  The year your 
membership runs through will me after your name on 
the mailing label of this (and every) issue of the 
Spike & Tie.   

Thanks to all those who donated to the raffle that 
supports the rent for our monthly meetings in 
Lockport, Illinois.  If you have railroad books, 
memorabilia, and model railroad items you wish to 
donate, please keep bringing them to our next 
monthly meeting. 

Speaking of our monthly Lockport meetings, local 
sewer and road construction around the Gladys Fox 
Museum will limit the number of parking spaces 
available.  Remember we can park at the neighboring 
funeral home parking lot, and we’ve been told we can 
park across 9th Street in the Lockport City Hall 
parking lot.  Just be careful crossing the street. 

On April 19, we held another successful Swap Meet 
in Griffith, Indiana and swap meet coordinator John 
Eagan, based on feedback, mentioned that there is 
interest in holding an additional swap meet in June.  
We had held a summer swap meet in the past, but 
attendance was disappointing.  If we decide to hold 
this June swap meet, we will get the news out to 
everyone as soon as possible.  

We still would really like one or two individuals to 
help with the business of running the chapter, 
especially answering inquiries from the public about 
Blackhawk, railroads and railroading. 

If you want to help, have a program to show at a 
monthly meeting, or just have something to share in 
the newsletter, see Dave or Mike at the next monthly 
meeting, or email us at blackhawknrhs@office.com 

Remember to please send a card or letter, or pay a 
visit to Blackhawk President Bill Molony.  He enjoys 
receiving mail and visitors. 

William J. Molony 
StoryPoint Senior Living 
605 Edwards Drive  
Apartment #318 
Romeoville, IL 60446 

 

 
CHICAGO RAILROAD 

HISTORY MONTH POSTER 

CLEARANCE SALE 
 

 
 

NOW ONLY $5 
 

This special price for the 20”x39” poster only 
available for in-person sales at monthly meetings 

in Lockport, or Swap Meets in Griffith.  
 

Check Blackhawk’s 2026 Schedule in this 
newsletter, or on the Schedule page of our 

website at blackhawkrailwayhistoricalsociety.org 
 

  

mailto:blackhawknrhs@office.com


 

 

Freight 
News 

 
CSX DOWNSIZES BARR YARD  

CSX is significantly reducing operations at Barr 
Yard in Riverdale, Illinois.  Barr was their major 
Chicago-area terminal but has shifted most of its 
switching work to the Belt Railway of Chicago and 
Indiana Harbor Belt. 

The reduction on operations at Barr Yard is part of 
CSX’s ongoing efforts to improve operations. Until 
the slowdown, Barr Yard typically had a daily 
inventory of between 1,400 and 1,800 cars this year, 
according to the Chicago Transportation 
Coordination Office. 

Barr’s switching work is now being handled by 
BRC’s Clearing Yard and IHB’s Blue Island Yard. 
CSX also eliminated a daily transfer job between 
Barr Yard and Canadian National’s Kirk Yard in 
Gary, Ind.  Instead, road freights take those cars to 
and from Kirk Yard, bypassing switching at Barr. 

CSX has also dropped merchandise train pair 
M326/M327 between Barr Yard and Grand Rapids, 
Michigan.  That traffic is now being routed via 
Garrett, Indiana; Toledo, Ohio; and Detroit. 

“We are closely monitoring performance as these 
changes are implemented to ensure minimal 
disruption and deliver maximum benefits to our 
customers and the communities we serve,” Staton 
says. “CSX remains committed to transparent 
communication with employees, customers, and 
other stakeholders as we evaluate the success of this 
transition and consider any future adjustments.” 

Chairman of SMART-TD union local 1534, Joe 
Ciemny, says a dozen two-person yard jobs were 
eliminated over the weekend as part of the changes 
at Barr. 

According to Ciemny, under the B&OCT contract, 
the union’s members have the right to perform all the 
railroad’s switching in the Chicago terminal and 

farming it out to other railroads violates the 
collective bargaining agreement. 

Several yard and local jobs remain based at Barr to 
serve area customers. 

 

 
On an overcast summer day in 1977 and staffed 
with Blackhawk Chapter volunteer car hosts, the 
Chessie Steam Special boards at Barr Yard for a 

day-long round-trip to Garrett, Indiana on the B&O. 
Ex-Reading 2102 and the train were on a system-wide 
tour of the Chessie System railroads celebrating the 

150th anniversary of the founding of the Baltimore & Ohio 
as America’s first common carrier railroad. 

Today’s Barr Yard complex is the result of the 
consolidation of three smaller separate yards in 1947.  
It has always been flat switched. 

CSX’s Barr Subdivision runs between Willow Creek 
(near Portage, Indiana) and Blue Island Crossing, 
passing through Miller, Pine Junction, Calumet, 
State Line Junction, Calumet Park and Dolton. 
Starting at Pine Junction, the trackage becomes 
B&OCT property and remains so for the rest of its 
Chicago route. The Barr Sub travels through Barr 
Yard and a connection between Barr and Indiana 
Harbor Belt's neighboring Blue Island Yard allowing 
for extensive interchange. 

Adapted from Trains News Wire and other sources 



 

 
In 2005, Blackhawk created a display for the Joliet Area 

Historical Museum marking the 100th anniversary of 
“The Scott Special,” a chartered non-stop L.A.-Chicago 

passenger run that set a 45-hour speed record. 
The display featured a model of the special train as 

it passed Santa Fe's Lorenzo station in 1905. 

LORENZO ROAD OVERPASS TO BE 
CONSTRUCTED OVER FORMER SANTA FE 

A bridge will be constructed over the BNSF on 
Lorenzo Road beginning in 2026.  

Lorenzo Road currently crosses the former Santa Fe 
at grade. Because of work BNSF is doing in the area, 
the railroad petitioned the Illinois Commerce 
Commission and secured the funding to get a grade 
separation to carry Lorenzo Road over the railroad 
thanks to the high volume of slow trains entering and 
leaving BNSF’s massive Logistics Park Chicago 
intermodal facility just to the northeast in Elwood, 
Illinois.  The project has a $18 million price tag. 

From the 1930s through the mid-1960s Lorenzo was 
a hub of activity involving coal trains.  ATSF would 
send trains out of Joliet to pick up coal from the strip 
mines between Lorenzo and Coal City.   

Adapted from WCSJ and the  
Santa Fe Railway Historical and Modeling Society 

__________________________________________ 
 

NATIONAL RAILROAD HALL OF FAME 
BREAKS GROUND, SEEKS 2027 OPENING 

In a February 17, 2026, announcement, the National 
Railroad Hall of Fame said they were ready to break 
ground on its visitor center south of the existing 
Amtrak Depot in Galesburg, with plans to open to the 
public in 2027. 

Hein Construction of Central Illinois has been 
selected as the general contractor to oversee the 
project. The selection represents a major milestone 
for the attraction, which was first announced in 2006, 
but has taken decades to get off the ground. 

“It’s certainly very exciting and gratifying for me on 
a personal level,” said Julie King, executive director 
of the Galesburg-based National Railroad Hall of 
Fame. “For the project as a whole, this milestone 
validates the faith shown by this community, our 
board, and our supporters both here and across the 
country.” 

 

Hein joins a highly acclaimed team whose combined 
expertise will bring the project to fruition, including 
architects at Chicago-based Wight & Company and 
exhibit designers at BRC Imagination Arts in 
Burbank, California. 

The visitor center will feature immersive 
presentations focused on the transformative impact 
of railroads through the stories of people. The 
building will include a Central Station hub, four 
thematic galleries, and a lobby with a gift store. 

Initial site prep will begin in the next couple weeks. 
King said a more exact timeline will emerge as the 
construction phase progresses, but the facility is 
expected to open to the public in 2027. 

According to their mission statement, The National 
Railroad Hall of Fame honors the men and women of 
American railroading – visionaries, leaders, 
trendsetters, and ordinary people who made 
extraordinary contributions.  In telling their stories, 
we seek to educate and inspire the public on the role 
railroads play in building the nation and shaping our 
future. Find out more at NRRHOF.ORG 

Adapted from WGIL 



 

 Passenger Rail 
News 

 
MICHIGAN SEEKS TO EXPAND 
STATE PASSENGER SERVICE 

Getting from one end to the other of Michigan can be 
a bit of a hassle. To get from Grand Rapids to Detroit 
is either a three-hour drive or a very short, pricey, 
plane ride. Michigan Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) has been conducting an in-depth study 
analyzing potential passenger train routes connecting 
Michigan's two largest cities to the state capital via a 
brand-new east-west route. 

The potential connection, known as the Coast-to-
Coast Corridor, would be between Holland, Grand 
Rapids, Lansing, Ann Arbor, and Detroit. With 
research originally conducted way back in 2016, the 
rail is assessing two potential routes.. 

 

MDOT is also considering which version of train to 
use: conventional trains at 79 MPH, or a more 
modern tilting train with high-speed diesel engines 
(110 MPH). Faster trains mean more potential trips 
but cost more to maintain. 

This isn't the only major new route that MDOT is 
considering. Currently, Michigan has only three 
passenger train routes (the Wolverine Service, Blue 
Water, and Pere Marquette Lines), but all run east to 
west and are based out of Amtrak’s Chicago hub.   
But soon there could be a trail that will bring you up 
North. to Traverse City or Petoskey using tracks 
currently used by shortline Great Lakes Central. 

Adapted from WGRD and MDOT 

 

Chicago 
Area 
Commuter 
Rail News 

 
RTA TRANSITIONS TO NITA IN 2026 

2026 will be a major year of transition for Chicago’s 
regional transit system. Governor Pritzker’s signing 
of the Northern Illinois Transit Authority Act (Public 
Act 104-0457) in December begins a new era for 
public transit.  

The legislation includes an estimated $1.2 billion in 
new annual operating funding for transit services and 
an additional estimated $180 million annually for 
capital projects. 

This new funding allows the system to avert a fiscal 
cliff. There will be no service cuts, fare increases, or 
layoffs in 2026, with additional funding available to 
further increase service in future years.  

The law reorganizes the transit system under the new 
Northern Illinois Transit Authority (NITA), which 
replaces the RTA and takes on additional 
responsibilities in key areas including fare policy and 
service and capital planning. 

While some changes outlined in the act will take 
several years to roll out, the initial transition will 
occur over the course of 2026 with the law 
prescribing the timing for the transit agencies and the 
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) to 
implement the many elements of the legislation.  

The law takes effect on June 1, 2026, at which point 
NITA will replace the RTA. 

The main sources of new operating funding are state 
sales tax on motor fuel to transit operations 
(estimated $731 million annually for the Chicago 
region) and a 0.25% increase in the RTA Sales Tax 
(estimated $478 million annually).  

The law initiates the flow of the sales tax on motor 
fuel to transit starting in summer 2026. The RTA 
Board must vote to approve the sales tax increase 
within 60 days of June 1, 2026. 

Adapted from Regional Transportation Authority 



 

 

South Shore 
Line News & 
History 

 
SOUTH SHORE LINE OPENS 

MONON CORRIDOR EXTENSION 

Officials in northwest Indiana on Tuesday marked 
the first train service for passengers on a long-
awaited expansion of the South Shore Line. 

Local leaders hope it will be one of the enticements 
to help lure a certain National Football League team 
to cross state lines. 

Indiana Gov. Mike Braun was among the first 
passengers to board as service officially kicked off 
for the South Shore Line's new Monon Corridor. 
Officials touted the expansion of the South Shore 
Line as a step forward for the region. 

 

"This is a major win for northwest Indiana. The 
Monon Corridor expands rail access, strengthens 
connectivity, and positions our region for long-term 
growth," Hammond Mayor Thomas McDermott 
said.   

Weeks after service was launched, ground was 
broken on a new $10 million station to serve 
downtown Hammond. 

Mayor McDermott Jr. says the new South Shore Line 
station to be built downtown is a key element in 
attracting private development and residents to a 
walkable downtown. 

The new downtown station will join two other new 
Hammond stations on the Monon Corridor. The 
Hammond Gateway station is a mile north of the new 
downtown station being built, and the Hammond 
South station is about two miles south. 

Passengers on the Hammond-Dyer Monon Corridor 
transfer to the Lakeshore Corridor trains (the South 
Shore’s original line) from downtown Chicago to 
Michigan City and South Bend at Hammond 
Gateway. 

 

Hammond Gateway station is just west of their last 
Hammond Station off Hohman Avenue.  As this is 
first time in a long time that South Shore commuters 
need to transfer, an educational campaign has been 
launched by NICTD to teach the traveling public.  

 

More about the Monon Corridor can be found at  
mysouthshoreline.com/riders/monon-corridor-101/ 

Adapted from CBS2, Post-Tribune 
 and other sources 



 

 

Area Rail History 
& Preservation 
News 

 
PENNSYLVANIA SLEEPER-LOUNGE 

COMES TO TOWN 

A 1949 Pullman-Standard sleeper-lounge built for 
the Pennsylvania railroad will be making 5 days of 
trips out of Chicago for passengers going to the 
Holland (Michigan) Tulip Festival from May 7-10, 
2026. 

Colonial Crafts was built as part of a 95-car order 
and was one of eight Colonial-series cars. It is the last 
surviving car from the series that is currently still in 
operating condition. 

The car retains many of its original Pullman features, 
including the original floor plan of three double 
bedrooms, a drawing room, a buffet kitchen, and this 
spacious buffet lounge area. The lounge seats 27 
people and the bedrooms sleep 10, including one in 
the porter bunk. 

Colonial Crafts served much of its career on 
Pennsylvania Railroad trains such as the Spirt of St. 
Louis, Manhattan Limited, and Northern Arrow. In 
1969, Pennsy sold Colonial Crafts into private 
ownership. 

The car has hosted some notable passengers. In 1960, 
presidential candidate Richard Nixon used the car for 
a whistle stop campaign in his race against John F. 
Kennedy.  Also in 1960, the “King of Rock ‘n Roll” 
Elvis Presley rode this car as he returned from 
military service in Germany. 

Colonial Crafts will be riding on Amtrak’s Pere 
Marquette and passengers can ride to any stop the 
train makes between Chicago and Grand Rapids.  
The car will arrive from New York City and return 
after its week of service in Western Michigan. 

For more about the trips, or for a schedule, go to 
their website www.colonialpullman.com 

Adapted from Colonial Pullman Company 

 

 
Metra 611 at Silvis (photo credit – RRHMA) 

QUAD CITIES RAILROAD MUSEUM 
TO RESTORE RARE CHICAGO 

COMMUTER LOCOMOTIVE 

After years sitting on Metra property, retired Metra 
F40C 611 is now at its new home in Silvis, Illinois. 

Recently donated to the Railroading Heritage of 
Midwest America, they intend to restore 611 back to 
operating condition to run with their fleet of 
passenger coaches on excursions across the Midwest 
and have kicked off a fundraising campaign.  

The EMD F40C was a 6-axle 3,200 horsepower 
diesel-electric EMD in 1974 for commuter service on 
the Milwaukee Road-owned lines out of Chicago. 
The 15 locomotives replaced an aging fleet of 
Milwaukee Road E and F-units and were financed by 
the North West Suburban Mass Transit District and 
the North Suburban Mass Transit District. 

The F40Cs were passed along to Metra and 
continued to operate on the ex-Milwaukee lines until 
retired in 2026.  Most were sold off for parts and 
scrapping, although some were tried briefly as leased 
power in freight service.  Metra held onto 611 and 
614 and after years of speculation, they were donated 
to railroad museums, with 614 going to the Illinois 
Railway Museum and 611 going to RRHMA. 

Metra F40C 611’s first public appearance was at 
RRHMA’s event on April 25, 2026, at the former 
Rock Island shops at Silvis.  Go to the website 
RRHMA.COM for more about 611 and the 
fundraising campaign. 

Adapated from RRHMA and other sources 

 



 

 
50 YEARS AGO: ORDER (SLOWLY) COMES OUT OF CHAOS 

The Consolidated Rail Corporation, known better by its service mark Conrail (reporting mark - CR), began operations on 
April 1, 1976, and was the primary Class I railroad in the Northeastern United States between 1976 and 1999.  

The federal government created Conrail to reorganize multiple bankrupt carriers, each of which having faced years of 
declining traffic, the inability to discard unprofitable routes and operations, a general economic downturn, and deteriorating 
infrastructure.  After railroad regulations were lifted by the 4R Act and the Staggers Act, Conrail turned its first profit in the 
1980s and was privatized in 1987. (Riha family photos, Homan Ave. - Hammond, Indiana) 



 

 
 

ALSO 50 YEARS AGO: A JILTED BRIDE JOINS THE NATIONAL PARTY 

1976 – When Union Pacific walked away from their 1964 merger offer to the Rock Island after an epic 10-year 
regulatory and legal battle, the Rock was physically and financially wiped out.  Rock Island would declare 
bankruptcy in 1975, and a desperate last attempt would be made to reorganize and save the railroad. 

At the time, America’s railroads were celebrating the American Bicentennial by painting equipment in special 
red, white and blue paint schemes.  Friends and supporters of the Rock Island wanted the railroad to participate 
in the patriotic fervor, but a lack of funds would prevent the company from taking on that project.  Instead, 
Chicago’s 20th Century Railroad Club stepped in and asked railfans to design, finance, and apply a patriotic paint 
job on E8A 652 in time for a May 1976 excursion from Chicago to Bureau, Illinois.  Afterward, 652 entered 
service on the Rock’s passenger and commuter trains.   

With the discontinuation of the Quad Cities and Peoria trains and delivery of new F40PH-2s financed by the RTA, 
652 ended up stored along with the rest of the Rock’s cab units.  After liquidation, 652, along with E6A 630, 
fortunately avoided the scrappers torch and after lingering at tourist railroads, both E-units eventually ended up 
in the collection of former Rock Island employee Dan Sabin in Manly, Iowa.  Currently cosmetically restored to 
an early 1960s appearance, both 652 and 630 recently were placed in a new building for their protection.  
(652 at La Salle Street Station, 1976 – photo by John T. Riha)  



 

 
Blackhawk Railway Historical Society 
Newsletter Office 
1927 S Hamilton Street 
Lockport IL 60441-4323 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Blackhawk’s next events… 
MONTHLY MEETINGS – FIRST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH - 7:30 PM  
GLADYS FOX MUSEUM, 231 E 9TH STREET, LOCKPORT, IL 

 
• Friday, May 1, 2026  

Program: TBA or films from the archives  
 

• Friday, June 5, 2026  
Program:  Classic Short Railroad Films  
and/or Celebrating America’s Birthday 
 

INDIANA SWAP MEET – 10 AM TO 2 PM, vendor setup 8 AM (ALL CHICAGO TIMES) 
AMERICAN LEGION POST 66, 132 N. WIGGS STREET, GRIFFITH, IN 

 
• Sunday, October 18, 2026 –  

Email hoosierhobbies@aol.com for more information 
 

 
 

mailto:hoosierhobbies@aol.com

